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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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2a)\3 This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-3, 15, 17-21 and 55-85 is/are pending in the application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election without traverse of claims 1-26 in the reply filed on June 22, 2004 is 
acknowledged. 

Claims 27-54 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b) as 
being drawn to a non-elected claims, there being no allowable generic or linking claim. Election 
was made without traverse in the reply filed on June 22, 2004. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

Status of Claims 

The amendment filed on July 6, 2004 has been received and entered. Claims 4-14, 16, 
22-26 were cancelled; claims 1-3, 15, 17-18, 20-21 were amended; claim 19 remains the same; 
claims 55-85 were added. Therefore, claims 1-3, 15, 17-21, 55-85 are now pending, and have 
been examined. 

Priority 

Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for priority under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(e) of 
provision application 60/159,737 filed on October 15, 1999. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on April 19, and October 25 of 
2004 was filed after the mailing date of the non-provisional application no. 09/498,944 filed on 
February 4, 2000. The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97 for all of 
the references cited by applicant except one foreign non-patent literature publication of January 
1998 (1998-01), pages 1-68, XP002229195 Trento, Italy (reason: a copy of this foreign NPL is 
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not included). Accordingly, the information disclosure statement, excluding the afore-mentioned 
foreign NPL, is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 20 is objected to imder 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent form for 
failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim, claim 19. Applicant is required to 
cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or 
rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. 

Claim 76 is objected to because of the following informalities: a duplicate of claim 73 
(i.e., the claim language and logic repeat itself). Likewise objected to claim 77: a duplicate of 
claim 74. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out 
and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his 
invention. 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to further limit the invention. The claim language and logic repeat itself 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 
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Claims 1-3, 15, 21, 55-61, 66-85 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 

by Sprague et al, U.S. Patent No. 5,247,575, 9/21/1993. 

As per claim 1, Sprague et al. disclose a method for allowing a user to access document 
content using a logic device comprising: 

• providing a user a first viewable version of contents of documents residing at a server on 
a first cost basis, said first viewable version being protected to prevent the user from 
performing standard operations on said version such as copying, printing or saving (col. 
3, lines 46-52; col. 4, lines 44-51; col. 6, lines 63-66); 

• calculating a charge to permit the user to perform a requested action on a user-selected 
portion of document content on a second cost basis (col. 4, lines 8-43, 60-68); 

• providing a second version of the user-selected portion on which a user requested action 
is completed upon payment of the calculated charge (col. 3, lines 65-68; col. 4, lines 1- 
22,61-66). 

As per claims 2 and 68, Sprague et al. disclose a method recited in claims 1 and 67, 
respectively, wherein calculating the charge further comprises: 

• calculating the charge on the basis of the granularity of the user-selected portion 
including whole and partial pages (col. 4, lines 8-12, 38-40). 

As per claims 3 and 69, Sprague et al. disclose a method recited in claims {1 or 2}, and 
67, respectively, wherein calculating the charge further comprises: 

• calculating the charge based in part on the action requested (col. 4, lines 16-27). 

As per claim 15, Sprague et al. disclose a method recited in claim 1 wherein calculating 
the charge further comprises: 

> 

• calculating said charge in part on a network address from which said user accesses said 
server (col. 5, lines 9-16; col. 6, lines 25-45). 

As per claim 21, Sprague et al. disclose a method recited in claim 1 wherein the user- 
selected portion may include an anthology from multiple documents (col. 4, lines 44-56). 

As per claim 55, Sprague et al. disclose a method recited in claim 1 or 2, wherein 
providing the first viewable version further comprises: 

• providing document contents to the user in an encrypted format (col. 6, lines 58-62). 
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As per claim 56, Sprague et al. disclose a method recited in claim 55 further comprising: 

• using client-side software for permitting the user to view the encrypted format of the first 
version (col. 6, lines 58-62), 

As per claim 57, Sprague et al. disclose a method recited in claim 1 or 2, wherein 
providing the first viewable version further comprises: 

• providing document content at a resolution sufficient for viewing but not for satisfactory 
completion of the requested action (col. 3, lines 46-52; col. 4, lines 44-51; col. 6, lines 
63-66). 

As per claim 58, Sprague et al. disclose a method recited in claim 57 wherein providing 
the second version further comprises: 

• providing document content in a higher resolution on which satisfactory completion of 
the requested action may be performed (col. 6, lines 67-68; col. 7, lines 1-3). 

As per claim 59, Sprague et al. disclose a method recited in claim 57 wherein providing 
the second version further comprises: 

• providing document content in a form not directly accessible by the user (col. 6, lines 58- 
66). 

As per claim 60, Sprague et al. disclose a method recited in claim 1 or 2, wherein 
providing the first version further comprises: 

• providing document content in a form viewable by the user only upon authorization from 
a third party (col. 6, lines 25-46). 

As per claim 61, Sprague et al. disclose a method recited in claim 60 wherein providing 
document content in a form viewable by the user only upon authorization from a third party 
further comprises: 

• providing authorization for viewing by the user only as the document content is being 
provided from the server (col. 6, lines 25-46). 

As per claim 66, Sprague et al. disclose a method recited in claim 65 wherein calculating 
the charge further comprises: 

• calculating the charge on the bases of the user-selected portion including text and on the 
basis of the user selected portion including graphics (col. 4, lines 8-12). 
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As per claim 67, Sprague et al. disclose a method for allowing the purchase of 
information from a server, comprising: 

• serving user-requested pages of information from a server in a protected form permitting 
viewing and selecting by a user but not printing, copying or saving by the user (col. 3, 
lines 46-52; col. 4, lines 44-51; col. 6, lines 63-66); 

• calculating a charge to permit a requested action to be performed on a user-selected 
portion of the information served (col. 4, lines 8-43, 60-68); and 

• providing the user-selected portion, upon authorization of payment of the calculated 
charge in a second form on which the requested action is performed (col. 3, lines 65-68; 
col. 4, lines 1-22,61-66). 

As per claim 70, Sprague et al. disclose a method recited in claim 67 or 68 wherein 
serving the user-requested pages of information further comprises: 

• serving low-resolution images of frail pages of information (col. 3, lines 46-52; col. 4, 
lines 44-51; col. 6, lines 63-66). 

As per claim 71, Sprague et al. disclose a method recited in claim 70 wherein providing 
the user-selected portion fiirther comprises: 

• providing text within the user-selected portion of the low-resolution images in the form 
of text on which the action may be performed (col. 3, lines 46-52; col. 4, lines 44-51; col. 
6, lines 63-66). 

As per claim 72, Sprague et al. disclose a method recited in claim 71 wherein providing 
the user-selected portion fiirther comprises: 

• providing images within the user-selected portion of the low-resolution images in the 
form of high-resolution images on which the action may be performed upon authorization 
of the charges (col. 6, lines 67-68; col. 7, lines 1-3). 

As per claims 73 and 76, Sprague et al. disclose a method recited in claim 67, 68, or 69, 
fiirther comprising: 

• encrypting the serving user-requested pages of information before serving them to the 
user (col. 6, lines 58-66); and 
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• requiring authorization from a third party before permitting viewing and selecting of 
user-requested pages by the user (col. 6, lines 25-46). 

As per claims 74 and 77, Sprague et al. disclose a method recited in claim 73 and 76 
respectively, further comprising: 

• encrypting the user-selected portion before providing the user-selected portion to the user 
(col. 6, lines 58-66); and 

• requiring authorization from the third party before the requested action may be performed 
(col. 6, lines 25-46). 

As per claim 75, Sprague et al. disclose a method recited in claim 71 wherein providing 
the user-selected portion further comprises: 

• providing images within the user-selected portion of the low-resolution images in the 
form of high-resolution images on which the action may be performed upon authorization 
of the charges (col. 6, lines 67-68; col. 7, lines 1-3). 

As per claim 78, Sprague et al. disclose a method recited in claim 67, 68, or 69, wherein 
serving the user-requested pages fiirther comprises: 

• serving the user-requested pages of information in a low-resolution format sufficient for 
permitting viewing and selecting by a user but not sufficient for acceptable printing, 
copying or saving by the user (col. 3, lines 46-52; col. 4, lines 44-51; col. 6, lines 63-66). 
As per claim 79, Sprague et al. disclose a method recited in claim 78 wherein providing 

the user-selected portion further comprises: 

• providing the user-requested portion in a high-resolution format sufficient for acceptable 
printing, copying and/or saving by the user (col. 6, lines 67-68; col. 7, lines 1-3). 

As per claims 80, 82, and 84, Sprague et al. disclose a method recited in claim 67, 68, or 
69, wherein serving user-requested pages of information further comprises: 

• serving user-requested text and/or images in the form of low-resolution images of pages 
of text suitable for viewing and selecting (col. 3, lines 46-52; col. 4, lines 44-51; col. 6, 
lines 63-66). 

As per claim 81, Sprague et al. disclose a method recited in claim 80, wherein providing 
the user-selected portion further comprises: 
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• providing user-selected text suitable for performing the requested action is performed 
(col. 6, lines 67-68; col. 7, lines 1-3). 

As per claim 83, Sprague et al. disclose a method recited in claim 80, wherein providing 
the user-selected portion further comprises: 

• providing user-selected images in the form of high-resolution images suitable for 
performing the requested action (col. 6, lines 67-68; col. 7, hnes 1-3). 

As per claim 85, Sprague et al. disclose a method recited in claim 84, wherein providing 
the user-selected portion further comprises: 

• providing the user-selected text in the form of text suitable for the requested action (col. 
6, lines 67-68; col. 7, lines 1-3); and 

• providing images in the form of high-resolution images suitable for performing the 
requested action (col. 6, lines 67-68; col. 7, lines 1-3). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 17-19, 62-65 are objected to as being dependent upon a corresponding rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

• Data processing system and method to enforce payment of royalties when copying 
softcopy books, Hartrick et al, U.S. Patent No. 5,532,920, 7/2/1996. 

• Regulating access to digital content, Patterson, U.S. Patent No. 6,389,541, 5/14/2002. 

• Kiosk apparatus and method for point of preview and for compilation of market data, 
Kaplan, U.S. Patent No. 5,237,157, 8/17/1993. 

• Stored program pay-per-play, Russo, U.S. Patent No., 5,619,247, 4/8/1997. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NANCY LOAN T. LE whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0549. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, JAMES P. TRAMMELL can be reached on (703) 305-9768. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306, for 
official/regular communication. For informal/draft communication, the fax number is 703-302- 
3376 (rightfax). 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.u$pto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
RO. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 2451 Crystal Drive, 
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